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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009

Located in Blairsville, GA
706-781-1423

WAZOO! Quilting
Longarm Quilting
Commission Quilts
Quilt Restoration

Quick Turn Around 

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

New to investing? Join
an upcoming seminar.

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

Flip Varney
Financial Advisor
.

178 Bracketts Way Suite 2
Blairsville, GA 30512
706-835-1385
www.edwardjones.com

Offer good Monday-Thursday only 
Offer expires September 28, 2017 ~ Additional restrictions apply 

Call for reservations (706) 745-5252 

1 hour guided trail rides 

$25 
with this ad 

Trail Rides at Trackrock 
Summer Horse Ride Special 

www.Trackrock.com 

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

b u r g e r s  &  s o u t h e r n  e a t s

‘

Monday - Thursday 11AM-9PM
Friday & Saturday 11AM-10PM 

Sunday 11AM-3PM
Downtown Blairsville, One Block from 

the Square, across from City Hall

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

417 BLUE RIDGE STREET, SUITE N
BLAIRSVILLE

706-745-3856

Accounting, Payroll & Tax Solutions
Serving North Georgia for 30 years

Tax Problems? Tax Solutions!

Monday thru Friday 9:30-5:30 • Saturday 9:30-2:00
NorthGeorgiaSales.net • (706) 632-2727

950 Appalachian Hwy, Blue Ridge, GA 30513.

North Georgia Sales LLC

We understand that finding the perfect 
combination of quality and affordability can 
be difficult. So we have made it our goal to 

provide the best buying experience possible.

Serving North Georgia since 1997
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB
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BRMEMC...continued from Page 1A
Fine Arts Center.

Jason Waldroup, a 15-
year resident of Towns County, 
will now face Rogers in the 
seat that Vice Chairman Steven 
Phillips resigned from for 
personal reasons.

Danny Henson will seek 
to unseat Incumbent Charles 
Jenkins as one of the Union 
County representatives on the 
BRMEMC board. However, 
there are two other candidates 
seeking that seat in Pirie and 
White.

And Jeff Ledford hopes to 
unseat Incumbent Chris Logan 
as one of the Clay County, 
North Carolina, representatives 
on the BRMEMC board. He 
also must beat Preston Cabe.

Henson was a board 
member for a short while in 
2015. The BRMEMC Board 
of Directors disqualified 
him because of a business 
partnership with then fellow 
board member Greg Owenby.

Today, Henson is back, 
ready to seek another seat on 
the board. This time, Henson 
was nominated by the EMC’s 
Nominating Committee to 
again earn a seat on the Board. 
Pirie, White and incumbent 
Charles Jenkins, also in the race 
for the Union County seat, join 
Henson on the ballot.

Jenkins rode the wave of 
petition ballot winners in 2014. 
He has almost completed his 
first term as a board member.

Pir ie  currently is  a 
substitute teacher for Union 
County Schools. She and her 
family attend First Baptist 
Church of Blairsville, where 
she is a member of the choir and 
volunteers as the choir teacher 
for 3-year-olds. 

White  is  a  l i felong 
resident of Union County. 
He at tended Woody Gap 
School, went to North Georgia 
College, and graduated from 
the University of Georgia. 

He is past president of 
the Union County Saddle Club. 
He has managed consumer 
finance offices and is now self-
employed at Budget Propane in 
Suches. He and his wife Susan 
have two daughters.

I n  To w n s  C o u n t y, 
Waldroup and his wife Sonya 
have two children, Alexis and 
Tristan. They attend Macedonia 
Baptist Church and have called 
Towns County home for the 

past 15 years. 
Rogers is a lifelong 

resident of Towns County. 
He and his wife Diane have 
two daughters and three 
grandchildren. They attend 
Macedonia Baptist Church. 

Meanwhile, in Clay 
County, Ledford, a life-long 
resident of Clay County, 
North Carolina, is currently 
the Used Car Manager at Ware 
Chevrolet in Blairsville. 

Cabe is  a l ifelong 
resident of Clay County, 
North Carolina. He graduated 
from Hayesville High School 
in 1994. He has been married 
to Amanda Smith from 
Blairsville for 15 years, and 
they have two daughters, 
Kaitlyn and Maci Cabe. They 
are members of Mountain 
Grace Baptist Church in Clay 
County, North Carolina.

Logan, who also won 
election by way of petition 
ballot in 2014, presently 
serves as treasurer of the 
BRMEMC, chairman of the 
Finance Committee, and 
serves on the North Georgia 
Network Board of Directors.

BRMEMC General 
Manager Jeremy Nelms 
said any misunderstanding 
associated with the 2017 
Directors election is a result 
of questions about the proper 
qualifications required for a 
member to be eligible to serve 
as a director.

Whi le  the  by laws 
are quite clear in most 
requirements, they are void 
of any clear definition of 
“member in good standing,” 
and the board is taking steps 
to clarify that requirement 
f o r  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p ’s 
consideration in 2018 at the 
Annual Meeting.

The Board of Directors 
doesn’t vote on who is on the 
ballot, that’s a decision by the 
Credentials Committee, said 
the EMC Board Secretary 
Roy Perren. 

T h e  C r e d e n t i a l s 
Committee received direction 
by internal and external legal 
counsel to judge the nomination 
process by payment history, 
thus the “member in good 
standing” confusion regarding 
candidates. 

According to Perren, 
the EMC board intends to 
offer amendments to the 

bylaws that more clearly define 
candidate qualifications in order 
to eliminate any confusion in 
future elections.

However, the earliest 
opportunity to do that would 
be the 2018 Annual Meeting, 
due to specific notification 
requirements for amending 
corporate bylaws.

“We wouldn’t be able 
to get it ready for this year’s 
Annual Meeting,” Perren said.

Preston Cabe Jeff Ledford Chris Logan Bert Rogers

Karen PirieCharles JenkinsDanny HensonJason Waldroup

Tommy White

Union County – The 
Georgia Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Security 
Agency and Union County are 
encouraging residents to take 
action for emergency prepared-
ness nationwide in honor of 
National Preparedness Month 
this September. 

The month-long initia-
tive is to increase awareness 
and inspire citizens of Georgia 
to be prepared for any natural 
and man-made disaster. Union 
County will join a nationwide 
coalition of thousands of pri-
vate, public and nonprofit or-
ganizations, each hosting local 
events and initiatives designed 
to motivate people to take the 
necessary steps to ensure that 
their homes, workplaces and 
communities are prepared for 
disasters and emergencies of 
all kinds. 

“National Preparedness 
Month is a perfect opportunity 
for people to evaluate their 
emergency plan, and if they 
don’t have one, to make one,” 
said David Dyer, Union Coun-

September is National Preparedness Month
ty Emergency Management 
Director. 

Residents can learn 
how to prepare, plan and stay 
informed of natural and man-
made disasters by visiting 
ready.ga.gov. By creating a 
Ready profile, Georgians can 
also create a tailor-made plan 
for their entire family that in-
cludes the specific amount of 
supplies to put in their house-
hold Ready kits. In addition, 
the Ready Georgia mobile app 
provides preparedness infor-
mation on the go. 

Preparedness is just a 
click away, and with Septem-
ber being National Prepared-
ness Month, now is the best 
time to get Ready, Georgia. 
To learn about specific risks in 
your area, contact us at 706-
439-6091 or visit www.face-
book.com/ucfd1/.

About GEMA/HS: As 
part of the Office of the Gov-
ernor, GEMA/HS works with 
local, state and federal govern-
ments, in partnership with the 
private sector and faith-based 

community, to protect life and 
property against man-made and 
natural emergencies. In addi-
tion, GEMA/HS employees are 
on 24-hour call statewide to as-
sist local authorities when disas-
ter strikes. GEMA/HS’s Ready 
Georgia campaign helps Geor-
gians prepare for disasters. Go 
to www.ready.ga.gov or down-
load the free Ready Georgia app 
for information on developing 
a custom emergency plan and 
Ready kit.

About Ready Georgia: 
Ready Georgia is GEMA/HS 
statewide campaign designed 
to educate and empower Geor-
gians to prepare for and respond 
to natural disasters, pandemic 
outbreaks, potential terrorist at-
tacks and other large-scale emer-
gencies. Ready Georgia aims to 
prepare citizens for maintaining 
self-sufficiency for at least 72 
hours following an emergency, 
and uses an interactive web-
site, free mobile app, broadcast 
and print advertising and public 
awareness media messaging to 
reach its audiences. 


